Act LIV of 1996

on Forests and the Protection of Forests*
Forests are the most complex natural (ecological) systems occurring on mainland, the existence of which is one of the fundamental prerequisites of healthy human life, due to the impact they have on the environment.

In addition to their dominant role in the protection of arable soil, the atmosphere and climate, and in the regulation of the quantity and quality of waters, forests

· define the character of landscapes, enhance the quality of the environment,

· provide opportunities for physical and mental recreation,

· preserve the variety of species of the living universe,

· produce raw materials, energy sources and food as renewable natural resources, in addition to continuously improving the status of the environment.

The present area and condition of our forests has evolved over the course of several centuries of human activity. Due to their sporadic regional distribution and the environmental hazards affecting them, we can only expect the indispensable survival, protective effects and products (yields) of forest biocoenosis if such biocoenosis are managed professionally and protected from harmful influences, excess exploitation and misuse, and if we ensure the diversity and proper harmony of their flora and fauna, and the dynamic and natural unity of the forest biocoenosis.

The maintenance and protection of forests serve the interests of all of society; their social services are due to all human beings, therefore forests should be managed only in harmony with the common interest.

Bearing this in mind Parliament hereby creates the following Act:

Chapter I

INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS

Aim and basic principles of the Act

Article 1. The aim of this Act is:

a) to facilitate the continuous survival and propagation of forests as an biocoenosis and habitat subject to natural factors and human intervention, as an indispensable part of the natural environment and at the same time as a renewable natural resource,

b) to define the framework within which all of the above aims can be achieved, and furthermore

c) to ensure the establishment of harmony between the long-term existence of forest resources and proprietary and management interests.

Article 2. (1) Forests should be used and exploited in such a manner and at such a rate, which allow the prospects of management to endure also for future generations [hereinafter referred to as: sustained (sustainable) forestry], so that the forests preserve their biological diversity, naturalness, fertility, ability to regenerate, viability, furthermore, that they satisfy the protective and economic needs in harmony with the requirements of society, and fill their role serving the purposes of nature conservation and environmental protection, health and welfare, tourism, research and education.

(2) The provisions of this Act shall be applied in harmony with the provisions of other legal regulations on the conservation of nature, the conservation of arable land, soil conservation, and plant protection as well as on the exercise and use of hunting rights.

(3 ) In respect of forests located in protected natural areas, the provisions of this Act shall be applicable together with the deviations set forth in the Act on the conservation of nature.

(4) In respect of forests owned by the state and constituting a part of the treasury assets, the provisions of this Act shall be applicable together with the provisions of the Act on the public budget pertaining to the administration of treasury assets.

Article 3. (1) In the interest of increasing national forest assets and improving the condition of the environment, the state supports the planting of new forests, and the maintenance and conservation of existing forests.

(2) In respect of state-owned forests, the state shall attend to the performance of its tasks specified in Clause (1) in accordance with the provisions of a separate act, and shall enforce public interests more strongly.

(3) In order to enforce public interests in the field of forestry, the state shall operate an institutional system suitable for performing the tasks set forth in this Act.

(4) In order to ensure the professional nature of forestry activities the state shall support joint forest management by forest owners.

Scope of the Act

Article 4. (1) This Act shall apply to:

a) 
forests, their biotic and abiotic elements, their area, and land areas naturally related to them which support the survival of the forest biocoenosis and directly serve forestry activities, as well as land areas used temporarily on the basis of this Act;

b) 
trees, rows of trees, tree groups and wooded pastures (hereinafter jointly referred to as: tree plantings) located outside the boundaries of settlements;

c) 
fixed structures directly serving forestry activities (hereinafter referred to as: forestry structures).

(2) This Act shall not apply to the following land compartments with tree stands:

a) 
collections of live trees located inside the residental areas (arboretum);

b) 
public parks;

c) 
tree plantings at industrial plants, farms and farmsteads;

d) 
land compartments located outside forest blocks and serving to produce Christmas trees, ornamental branches, wild fruits and twigs;

e) 
wooded areas serving for the disposal and utilization of waste water, waste water sludge and liquid manure;

f) 
tree plantings constituting an appurtenance of roads, railway lines, and other technical structures,

g) 
tree groups in the bed of rivers, on river shallows, furthermore, if such qualify as independent land compartments, in the bed of streams, channels, and tree plantings bordering on such.

Definition of forest

Article 5. For the purposes of this Act a forest shall be considered an biocoenosis formed of woody plants of a species determined in a decree by the Minister of Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as: Minister) and the associated living community (hereinafter referred to as: forest biocoenosis) together with its soil, irrespective of whether an element of the tree stand or the biocoenosis is temporarily missing.

Definition of row of trees, tree group and wooded pasture

Article 6. (1) For the purposes of this Act:

a) 
a row of trees shall be considered the entire set of trees of a species determined by the Minister in a decree, standing in a line, where the in-row spacing of trees is not more than twice the expected diameter of the tree crown at old age;

b) 
a tree group shall be considered an area of land smaller than one thousand five hundred square meters, at least sixty per cent of which is covered by the expected projection of crown at old age of trees of a species determined by the Minister in a decree;

c) 
wooded pasture shall be considered pasture land, at least thirty per cent of which is covered in an equal distribution by the expected projection of crown at old age of trees of a species determined by the Minister in a decree [the contents of a)-c) hereinafter jointly referred to as: tree-planting].

(2) With the exception set forth in Clause (3), only the provisions of this Act pertaining to planting, regeneration and harvesting shall apply to tree planting, with the deviations specified by the Minister in a decree.

(3) The permission of the nature conservation authority shall be required for changing the natural condition of or felling individual trees and rows of trees declared as protected under the Act on the conservation of nature. The nature conservation authority shall inform the forestry authority regarding such permission.

Definition of forestry activities

Article 7. For the purposes of this Act, forestry shall be qualified as the entire range of activities aimed at maintaining, guarding and protecting forests, ensuring their public function, increasing forest assets, and exercising the forest usufructs in accordance with the provisions of Article 2.


Definition of forest-land area
Article 8. (1) For the purposes of this Act a forest-land area shall be considered:

a) 
an area of land measuring at least one thousand five hundred square meters which is covered with woods, also including forested land area and land areas utilized temporarily, together with the rides and fire-belts located in such area;

b) 
an area of land measuring at least one thousand five hundred square meters where afforestation (seeding, planting of seedlings, planting cuttings) has been performed;

c) 
an area of a tree plantation measuring at least one thousand five hundred square meters covered with tree species not indigenous in the natural geographic environment of the country for the length of a production cycle, but not to exceed thirty years, planted following this Act entering into force without using state subsidies (hereinafter referred to as: tree plantation).

(2) In respect of tree plantations only the provisions of this Act on regulations on forest management planning, afforestation, forest register and protection against harmful effects shall apply.

(3) In respect of a forest-land area smaller than five thousand square meters which is surrounded by real estate not registered in a forest-land-use category the rules pertaining to tree planting shall apply.

Definition of land area directly serving forestry activities

Article 9. For the purposes of this Act the following shall be considered land areas directly serving forestry activities:

a) 
land areas serving the production of forest propagation materials;

b) 
clearings (grasslands), barren lands;

c) 
wood loading and stockpiling places within forests;

d) 
non-permanent forest private roads;

e) 
areas belonging to forestry structures;

f) 
crop fields;

g) 
forest water-courses, forest ponds,

when the aforementioned are located within forest-land areas.

Definition of forestry structures

Article 10. (1) For the purposes of this Act the following shall be qualified as forestry structures, if they are at least partly located in forest-land areas or are connected with such, 

a) 
permanent forest private roads together with their engineering structures and appurtenances (hereinafter jointly referred to as: forest private road);

b) 
forest railway lines and their appurtenances (hereinafter jointly referred to as: forest railway);

c) 
engineering structures, fences, forest buildings and other structures serving forestry activities, in particular the conservation of forests and exercising of forest usufructs, or the functioning of forests.

(2) The state shall grant subsidies to implement or operate forestry structures, in accordance with conditions set forth in a separate act.

Defining units of forest administration and forestry

Article 11. (1) The forest-land areas of the country shall be divided into forest planning districts (hereinafter referred to as: district) based on this Act.

(2) Districts shall be defined by the Minister taking into account the ecological conditions of the forest and the opportunities for sustained forestry activities. The districts shall be published in the official gazette of the Ministry of Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as: the Ministry).

(3) The districts shall be the base units for planning and supervising sustained forestry activities.

Article 12. (1) In the interest of forest register and the creation of a spatial order forests shall be divided into forest compartments and forest sub-compartments.

(2) A forest compartment shall be a discrete area within the boundaries of a settlement which ensures the spatial order, adequate supervision of the forest and the permanent structuring of the base units of forestry activities.

(3) A forest sub-compartment shall be a base unit of forestry activities and forest register, which can be considered as being homogeneous based on the forest biocoenosis covering it, and on the characteristics of the sustained forestry activities.

(4) The forest compartments and sub-compartments shall be delineated in the course of preparing the district forest management plan taking into account the contents of Clauses (2)-(3) as well.

Definition of forest manager

Article 13. (1) For the purposes of this Act a forest manager shall be: the forest owner or lawful user performing forestry activities (hereinafter referred to as: forest manager).

(2) The name (company name), registered office of the forest manager, and the name of its representative shall be registered by the competent forest authority according to the registered office of the forest manager. Forest managers shall notify the forestry authority of any changes in the data within thirty days from the date of such. Forest managers shall be responsible for any damages originating from the falsification of data or failure to notify.

(3) Forest managers shall be obliged to comply with the provisions of this Act pertaining to the protection and maintenance of forests even if they are not registered.

(4) In the event that a physically contiguous forest-land area is owned by several owners, the owners shall

a) 
conduct joint forestry activities and assign a forest manager to perform these tasks, if the conditions set forth by the Minister in a decree exist, and on the basis of the resolution of the forest authority,

b) 
bear joint and several liability for the performance of obligations related to the protection and maintenance of the forest, if there is no forest manager.

(5) In the absence of any provisions of legal regulations to the contrary, state subsidies available for forest management activities may only be claimed by forest managers which are registered by the forest authority. The rights and obligations, as set forth in legal regulations, resolutions of the authorities or the court, or otherwise specified in contracts, of forest managers shall not affect the proprietary rights and obligations of the owner of the forest-land area.

(6) The permission of the forest authority shall be required for any change in the person of the forest manager, with the exception of the case set forth in Clause (7). Issuance of the permission may not be denied, in the event that the conditions for professional forestry are ensured by the new forest manager, and at the same time the physically contiguous forest-land area is not divided in connection with the change of the forest manager.

(7) In respect of state-owned forests constituting treasury assets the forest authority shall register the trustee of the treasury assets as the forest manager.

(8) In accordance with the contents of a separate agreement concluded with the owner of the area, forest managers may initiate the alteration of the primary function of the forest, afforestation, tree planting or the exploitation of the forest-land area.

Rights and obligations of forest managers

Article 14. (1) Within the framework of its forestry activities a forest manager shall be entitled to and obliged to

a) 
prepare the management plan and the annual forest management plan;

b) 
prepare the annual statement of financial obligations towards the state, and fulfill payments;

c) 
apply for and use state subsidies available to the forest manager pursuant to legal regulations, and render accounts regarding such subsidies granted;

d) 
in the absence of legal regulations or agreements to the contrary, represent the owner of the forest-land area in official or court proceedings related to the forestry activities;

e) 
professionally implement the provisions of this Act and the resolutions of the forest authority;

f) 
protect the forest, perform forestry works and guard the forest;

g) 
perform activities serving the public functions of the forest, in accordance with the conditions set forth by the Minister in a decree.

(2) If, in spite of the warning of the forest authority, the owner, the lawful user, and/or the forest manager of the forest-land area fail to perform their forestry obligations pursuant to this Act, and thereby endanger the survival or development of the forest, the forest authority shall notify the agency exercising the proprietary rights in the case of state-owned forests, and otherwise make a proposal, that the Minister, at the cost of the party concerned, arrange for the assignment of another forest manager organ to perform the necessary works, and/or that the Minister initiate the replacement of the trustee, in respect of state-owned forests.  Such warning may also be delivered by means of an announcement.

(3) In the event that the forest manager is assigned on the basis of the provisions set forth in Clause (2), the Minister may entitle the forest manager so assigned to cover its actually incurred and substantiated expenses from the forest usufructs, with an obligation to render accounts. This provision shall not apply to trustees of treasury assets.

Chapter II

THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF FORESTS

Defining the primary function of forests

§15 (1) According to their primary function forests may serve the following purposes:

a) 
protection,

b) 
production,

c) 
health-social, tourism,

d) 
research-education.

(2) In addition to the primary function, the district forestry management plan and the management plan may determine further functions of the forest, to which increased attention shall be paid in the course of forestry activities, in addition to the primary function.

(3) In order to facilitate the enforcement of regulations related to the primary function of forests the state shall grant subsidies in the manner and under the conditions set forth in separate legal regulations.

Article 16. (1) The various functions of the forest are inseparable from each other; therefore these functions shall be considered simultaneously in the course of forestry activities.

(2) The primary function of forests shall be determined by forest sub-compartments.

(3) In the case of planting of new forests the primary function shall be determined by the forest authority, taking into account the proposal of the forest manager, based on the study of conditions upon the approval of the afforestation plan, and with the consent of the competent authority according to the primary function.. In the course of such the forest authority may not refuse the approval of the production function of a forest planted lawfully without using state subsidies.

Article 17. (1) In the interest of implementing the criteria of nature conservation and environmental protection and other protection aspects, a protected forest or a protection forest shall have a protection function if it requires special treatment and therefore the restriction of forestry activities may be necessary there.

(2) A protection forest primarily serves for the protection of the natural environment and structures, or other protection purposes. Accordingly the following shall be qualified as protective forests:

a) 
soil protection forests covering steep hill-sides, shallow arable soils, eroded areas and serving the protection of soils exposed to the harmful effect of water and wind;

b) 
shelter forests serving the protection of the adjacent agricultural area;

c) 
forests serving national defense interests and designated by the Minister of Defense;

d) 
forests serving the interests of frontier-guards and national security;

e) 
game protection forests serving the protection of forest game and the improvement of their living conditions;

f) 
water protection forests regulating the groundwater balance, the water supply and purity of springs, the purity of water in storage-reservoirs and other water supply locations;

g) 
forests serving to protect dikes against wave action and ice, and bank protection forests protecting the banks and shores of channels, rivers, lakes and dead channels;

h) 
settlement shelter forests and forests of residental area protecting cities, villages, housing estates and other settlements;

i) 
landscape protection forests preserving the beauty of the natural landscape or concealing harmful interference in the landscape;

j) 
engineering structure protection forests serving to protect and cover the roads and their engineering structures, the linear water structures, railways and their appurtenances, and serving the safety of transport.

(3) Forests requiring special protection that qualify as a natural asset and/or forests, which are especially suitable for preserving the close-to-nature forest biocoenosis, the biological diversity and for research on forest development, furthermore areas of historical memorial places located in forest areas, shall be qualified as protected forests. Accordingly the following shall be qualified as protected forests:

a) 
forests located in strictly protected natural areas;

b) 
forests located in protected natural areas;

c) 
forest gene reserves serving to conserve forest gene pools, the biological basis of forest propagation stock management;

d) 
forest reserves serving the conservation of close-to-nature forest biocoenosis, and research on their development;

e) 
forests located on the site of historical memorial places.

(4) The primary function of forests shall be determined by the forest authority upon the initiative and with the consent of expert authority of

a) 
the soil conservation authority in the case of Paragraph a) of Clause (2),

b) 
the hunting authority in the case of Paragraph e) of Clause (2),

c) 
the water management authority in the case of Paragraphs f) and g) of Clause (2),

d) 
the construction authority in the case of Paragraph h) of Clause (2),

e) 
the nature conservation authority in the case of Paragraph i) of Clause (2) and of Clause (3),

f) 
the transport authority in the case of Paragraph j) of Clause (2); and furthermore on the basis of the designation by the 

g) 
Minister of Defense in the case of Paragraph c) of Clause (2),

h) 
Minister of the Interior in the case of Paragraph d) of Clause (2).

Article 18. A forest shall be qualified as a forest with a production function, in which the primary objective of the management is to produce and utilize forest products, thus especially:

a) 
forests for wood production,

b) 
forests for the production of propagation material;

c) 
fenced-in forests assigned for the purpose of intensive game management (hereinafter referred to as: enclosure),

d) Christmas-tree plantations established in forest-land areas,

e) forests serving the production of sticks, twigs and ornamental branches.

Article 19. The following shall be qualified as forests with health-social and touristic functions:

a) forests located on the site and in the environs of medical institutions (medical forests);

b) recreational forests assigned for the purpose of sports, tourism and recreation (park forests).

Article 20. The following shall be qualified as forests with research and education functions: 

a) 
school forests serving the purpose of professional education and training activities;

b) 
research forests assigned for the purpose of forest research and experimentation;

c) 
game parks created in forest-land areas in accordance with the provisions of separate legal regulations.

Alteration of the primary function of forests

Article 21. (1) The permission of the forest authority is required for the alteration of the primary function of a forest, with the exception of Paragraphs c) and d) of Clause (2) of Article 17.

(2) It is necessary to obtain the preliminary approval of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority to alter the primary function of the landscape protection and protected forests.

(3) Alteration of the primary function of a protection forest may be conducted on the basis of the decision and consent of the expert authority referred to in Clause (4) of Article 17.

(4) Alteration of the primary function of a forest in the public interest may be initiated by 

a) 
the Minister,

b) 
the minister responsible for nature conservation,

c) 
the minister responsible for education,

d) 
the minister responsible for health,

e) 
the minister responsible for defense,

f) 
the minister of the interior,

g) 
the minister responsible for water management,

h) 
the minister responsible for transport, or

i) 
the town-clerk of the local government of the concerned settlement.

The initiating party shall arrange for the reimbursement of additional costs incurred as a result of alteration of the function of the forest in the public interest.

(5) The consent of the Minister shall be required to declare a forest and tree planting as protected pursuant to a separate act.

Article 22. In the event that the primary function of a forest is determined and/or changed in the public interest, with the exception of the production function, the forest manager shall be entitled to a refund of actually incurred addition production cost and damages, the provision of which shall be continuously arranged by the initiating organ during the duration of the primary function.

Chapter III

FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANNING AND REGISTER SYSTEM

Purposefulness of forestry activities

Article 23. (1) The purposefulness of sustained (sustainable) forestry activities shall be ensured by means of preparing

a) 
the ten-year district forest management plan (hereinafter referred to as: district forest management plan),

b) 
the ten-year forest management plan (hereinafter referred to as: management plan),

c) 
the annual forest development plan (hereinafter referred to as: management plan), and

d) 
maintaining the National Forest Data Base (hereinafter referred to as: Data Base) and the compulsory use of certain data included therein.

(2) Based on the provisions of this Act and separate legal regulations the Minister shall arrange in consent with the ministers concerned that harmony between the district forest management plan and the long-term regional game management plan shall be established.

(3) A simplified management plan shall be prepared in respect of tree plantations and dispersed forest groupings smaller than six hectares the primary function of which is production.

(4) The detailed rules for preparing the district forest management plan, the management plan, the simplified management plan and the management plan shall be determined by the Minister in a decree.

District forest management plan

Article 24. (1) The district forest management plan is a stock of data which ensures that the function of the forest is complied with, that the continuous maintenance, services, usufructs, yields of the forest are ensured and improved and that public interests attached to forests are enforced. It also serves as a regulation and guideline for long-term forest resource management.

(2) The district forest management plan shall be prepared for the first time with due consideration of the validity of long-term forest resource management plans prepared earlier for the forest-land area in question.

(3) The Minister shall arrange the preparation of the district forest management plan as a state responsibility.

(4) The district forest management plan shall be determined by the Minister, in agreement with the competent minister according to the primary function of the forest and based on the opinion of the minister responsible for nature conservation. The Minister shall arrange for the registration of the forest management plan in the Data Base and for its publication.

Article 25. (1) The district forest management plan shall include the following for the given region

a) 
the forestry identification codes and areas of the forest compartments and forest sub-compartments within the scope of this Act;

b) 
a description of the site conditions of the forest sub-compartments and of the characteristics of forest stands;

c) 
the forest regeneration and forest tending tasks, the possibilities of harvesting and the management restrictions, according to the forest’s primary function and any other functions if necessary, broken down in a list by forest sub-compartments;

d) 
the extent of forest usufructs, the possible and recommended manner of exercising such;

e) 
comprehensive data related to the forest management activities and the analysis of such;

f) 
maps for the management plan.

(2) In the course of preparing the district forest management plan

a) 
priority shall be given to restoration of natural (indigenous) and close-to-nature forest associations when determining forest regeneration tasks;

b) 
the conservation of natural admixed species shall be striven for when determining the tasks of forest tending.

(3 ) In the course of preparing the district forest management plan it shall be ensured, that forest managers and municipalities concerned in the district are able to learn of the contents of the plan to the extent it pertains to them and can make proposals regarding such prior to its publication. The district forest management plan shall be prepared with due consideration of the proposals of forest managers and municipalities, unless they violate the objectives and regulations set forth in this Act.

Management plan

Article 26. (1) A forest manager may only conduct forestry activities on the basis of a management plan pertaining to his management area.

(2) A forest manager shall arrange for the preparation of the management plan by using the data, guidance and prescriptions of the district forest management plan pertaining to the area of the forest manager.

(3) The management plan shall be approved by the forest authority responsible for the area, with the preliminary approval of the expert authority of the water authority in respect of a forest covering an inundation area, of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section affecting a nature conservation area, and with the preliminary approval of the Ministry of Defense in respect of an area serving defense purposes.

(4) The requirements of the management plan shall remain effective in the event that a change occurs in the person of the forest manager. The new forest manager shall be obliged to arrange for the implementation of the requirements set forth in the management plan.

(5) The state grants subsidies for the preparation of the management plan in the manner and under the conditions specified in separate legal regulations.

(6) Management plans may only be prepared by experts having higher forestry qualifications.

Article 27. The management plan shall contain:

a) 
the property registration data of the forest-land area, the forestry identification codes of the forest compartments and forest sub-compartments, and the extract copy of the related map for forest management plan (management plan map);

b) 
in respect of each forest sub-compartment

ba)
the data on the site and forest stand,

bb) a description of the condition of the forest biocoenosis,

bc) forest tending tasks in accordance with the primary function of the forest,

bd) any restrictions affecting forestry activities,

be) the approved manner of harvesting and its extent by tree species,

bf) 
tasks related to forest regeneration,

bg) conditions for exercising each individual type of forest usufructs;

c) 
the evaluation and regulation work sections required for planning and supervising the sustainability of the forestry activities;

d) 
the records kept annually on the activities conducted in the forest and the changes taking place in the condition of the forest.

Article 28 In the event that it is justified by a change in the condition of the forest which was unforeseen at the time of preparing the management plan, the forest authority may upon request or ex officio, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority concerned, decide in a resolution on forestry tasks and possibilities differing from the management plan.

The annual forest management plan

Article 29. (1) Within the framework of this Act the forest manager shall prepare a forest management plan, in which he determines the year in which he wishes to implement and/or exercise his tasks and usufructs possibilities determined for each forest sub-compartment in the management plan.

(2) The forest management plan shall contain the forest regeneration and forest tending tasks, and the planned harvesting work broken down according to individual forest sub-compartments.

(3) The forest management plan shall be approved by the forest authority, with the preliminary approval of the expert authority of the water authority in respect of a forest covering an inundation area, of the nature conservation authority, in respect of a section effecting a protected natural area, and with the preliminary approval of the Ministry of Defense in respect of an area serving defense interests.

(4) In the event that a change takes place in the person of the forest manager, the contents of Clause (4) of Article 26 shall be applied as appropriate to the validity of the forest management plan.

Article 30. (1) If the management plan provides for a conversion of the forest stand structure, the forest manager shall prepare a reforestation plan taking into account the provisions set forth in the management plan (hereinafter referred to as: forestation plan).

(2) The rules pertaining to the annual forest management plan shall be applied to the preparation and approval of the forestation plan referred to in Clause (1). Following approval by the forest authority the forestation plan shall constitute a part of the management plan.

The National Forest Data Base

Article 31. (1) In the interest of forestry regulation at national level the Minister shall have the national forest authority operate a Data Base as a state task.

(2) The Data Base shall contain:

a) the data on forest sub-compartments contained in forest management plans;

b) the forestry activities performed annually in the forests;

c) the changes in the quantity and quality of the tree stands of forests;

d) the known genetic characteristics of the tree species constituting the forests.

(3) The changes referred to under Paragraphs b) and c) of Clause (2) shall be registered annually in the Data Base.

Article 32. (1) Planning, control, supervision and information related to forestry activities shall be performed using the information in the Data Base.

(2) The certificate prepared based on the data from the Data Base shall be qualified as a public document.

(3) The Data Base shall be open to the owner, lawful user and forest manager of the forest-land area in respect of data pertaining to them. The Minister may stipulate in a decree conditions and/or payment of a fee in respect of the supply of data from the Data Base.

(4) Based on data collection, the Minister shall publish a report annually regarding the status of the country’s forest stands.

Article 33. (1) In the interest of the sustainability and development of forestry the state shall extend subsidies for forest research.

(2) In the interest of continuously ensuring the conditions for sustained (sustainable) forestry activities (hereinafter referred to as: forest resource protection) the Minister shall arrange for the preparation of a national and district yield regulation.


Chapter IV.

AFFORESTATION AND TREE PLANTING

Article 34. (1) The planting of a forest tree stand on a property previously belonging to another land use category (hereinafter referred to as: afforestation), and tree planting serve the improvement of the environmental conditions of the country, the protection of natural assets and landscape, arable soil, waters and certain human structures, the expansion of natural resources and the business interests of the planters.

(2) Considering the contents of Clause (1) the state shall grant subsidies for afforestations and tree plantings in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation.

Article 35. (1) In order to ensure the professional nature of afforestation and tree planting, and their favorable impact on the soil and environment, a forest manager may perform the planting of forest only on the basis of an approved planting-implementation plan, unless otherwise provided for by this Act.

(2) Where the site conditions permit preference shall be given to the creation of the close-to-nature forest associations in the preparation of the planting-implementation plan by applying indigenous tree species.

(3) In the course of afforestation and tree planting it shall be taken into account, that proportionally with the growth of the vertical projection of the tree crown the tree stand should remain within the boundaries of the land compartment, furthermore that the tree stand should not unduly limit or endanger the utilization of the adjacent property.

(4) The afforestation-implementation plan shall be approved by the forest authority based on the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the authority concerned.

(5) Only a propagating stock specified in a separate legal regulation and of a certified quality shall be used for afforestation and tree planting.

Article 36. (1) The afforestation-implementation plan shall contain:

a) 
the real estate register data of the concerned land compartment;

b) 
the site data of the lot;

c) 
the planned data of the tree stand to be planted;

d) 
the characteristics of the propagating stock planned to be used;

e) 
the name and address of the planner and of the person responsible for the professional direction of the implementation.

(2) Detailed rules for preparing the afforestation-implementation plan shall be determined by the Minister in a decree.

Article 37. (1) The tree planting-implementation plan shall include the data set forth in Paragraphs a), c) and e) of Clause (1) of Article 36, with the exception set forth in Clause (2).

(2) In certain methods of tree planting the Minister may provide in a decree the reporting obligation of the forest manager or the preparation of a simplified afforestation-implementation plan instead of the planting-implementation plan according to this Act.

Article 38. (1) In the event that the forest manager plants the tree stand of the forest without a permit or not in compliance with the permit, the forest authority shall decide in a resolution on its continued existence, with the preliminary consent of the competent expert authorities.

(2) The liquidation of the planting may be ordered by the forest authority if a tree stand planted without a permit or not in compliance with the permit would be harmful to the site or the neighboring forest-land areas.

Article 39. (1) The date of commencing afforestation and tree planting shall be declared in advance by the forest manager to the competent forest authority according to the location of performance.

(2) The forest authority shall supervise the professional execution of afforestation work.

(3) The forestry authority shall declare in a resolution, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section affecting a protected natural area, that the afforestation has been completed when the individual trees of the tree species determined in the afforestation plan are present in the appropriate number, proportion and quality, and the tree stand requires no further replacement planting.

Ordering afforestation and tree planting in the public interest

Article 40. (1) Afforestation and tree planting may be ordered in the public interest

a) 
around cities, villages, housing estates, industrial sites, waste deposits, hospitals, and recreational locations;

b) 
where damage expected in consequence of erosion or removal of the arable soil can only be alleviated or eliminated only by afforestation or tree planting;

c) 
where the protection of surface and subsurface waters justifies such;

d) 
for the protection of dikes.

(2) Afforestation and tree planting may be ordered in the public interest, in a resolution, by the board of representatives of the local government, by the authorities for environmental conservation, nature conservation, construction, public health, soil protection and water management, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the forest authority.

(3) In the interest of implementing the purpose serving the public interests specified in Clause (1) a right of utilization may be established on the property, by means of the resolution of the authorities listed under Clause (2), to the benefit of the local government of a settlement, the state water management agency, and the other state agencies responsible for the implementation of the purpose serving the public interests listed under Clause (1).

(4) The agency initiating the afforestation and tree planting ordered in the public interest shall arrange for the relevant financing.

(5) The state shall support afforestation and tree planting in the public interest in a manner and under the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation.

(6) Ordering the afforestation and tree planting serving public interest does not substitute for the agreement between the agency initiating the order and the owner of the land area so utilized, pertaining to the proprietary rights and utilization rights of the land area, the expropriation proceedings according to a separate legal regulation, and the adjustment of the utilization right in accordance with this Act.

Chapter V.

FOREST REGENERATION, FOREST TENDING AND CONVERSION OF THE FOREST STRUCTURE

Forest regeneration

Article 41. (1) Forest regeneration shall be considered the activity aimed at reproducing harvested or dead tree stands of the forest.

(2) The forest regeneration may be performed:

a) 
by natural means

aa) 
from the seed of the tree stand being felled dropping onto the soil (natural seedling forest regeneration ), and

ab) 
from the shoots sprouting from the root or stump of the felled tree stand (coppice shoot regeneration),

ac) 
by selection-cutting ensuring the creation and continuous maintenance of a uneven-aged tree stand;

b) 
artificially, in the course of which at the location of the felled or dead and removed tree stand, a new tree stand is grown by seeding, or by planting seedlings or cuttings.

(3) Where the conditions are provided for seedling forest regeneration of indigenous tree species suiting the site, this shall be applied. In respect of artificial regeneration only the propagating stock of the species set forth in the district forest management plan and of the quality specified in a separate legal regulation may be used.

(4) Following the completion of the final harvest, furthermore, if a tree stand of the forest perished for any reason in a contiguous area exceeding five thousand square meters, or if in a forest serving wood production the area covered by the tree crown projections has decreased below sixty per cent, the forest manager shall begin forest regeneration within two years, and shall complete such within the deadline specified in a decree by the Minister.

(5) Forest regeneration shall be declared as completed by the forest authority in its resolution - with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section effecting a protected natural area, if the individual trees of the tree species set forth in the district forest management plan are present in an appropriate number, proportion and quality, and the tree stand requires no further replacement planting.

(6) In the event that the forest manager fails to meet its obligation of forest regeneration in accordance with this Act within the deadline, this shall be qualified as a violation of forestry regulations.

Forest tending

Article 42. (1) Further development of completed afforestations and regenerations (hereinafter together: completed forestation) shall be ensured by means of tending, release cutting and cleaning regulating the tree species mixture, as well as by selection thinning and increment thinning (hereinafter jointly referred to as: forest tending).

(2) In the course of the forest tending it shall be ensured, that the quality and development possibility of the young or more aged tree stand should improve, that the growing stock of the forest should be reduced only temporarily, furthermore that the forest soil and the forest biocoenosis should not suffer permanent damage.

(3) The detailed rules of forest regeneration and forest tending shall be determined by the Minister in a decree.

Supervision of completed forestation

Article 43. (1) After five years from declaring the forestation completed, the forest authority shall review the condition of the forest, and in the event that the quality of the forest has deteriorated it may order repeated forestation, with the preliminary consent of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section affecting protected natural area. In the event that the completed forestation is repeated due to poor management, the state subsidy accounted for the forest affected by the quality deterioration shall be qualified as an unlawfully-used state subsidy.

(2) If justified by the protection of the quality of the forest, the forest authority may also hold the review referred to under Clause (1) at a date earlier than specified therein, or may repeat it later as well. In the course of this the forest authority shall act in accordance with the contents of Clause (1), and at the same time shall provide for the repayment of the unlawfully-used state subsidy.

Conversion of the forest structure

Article 44. (1) If the origin, composition by species and structure of the tree stand is not in a close-to-nature condition suitable for the properties of the site, the formation of satisfactory condition of the forest shall be arranged in the course of the forest regeneration (hereinafter referred to as: conversion of the forest structure).

(2) The forest manager may claim state subsidies for the conversion of the forest structure in accordance with the district forest management plan in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation. In the subsidy the restoration of indigenous forest associations shall be given preference.

(3) The conversion of the forest structure shall be implemented on the basis of a plan approved by the forest authority, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section affecting protected natural area.

(4) The detailed rules for preparing the forest structure conversion plan shall be determined by the Minister in a decree.

Chapter VI.

PROTECTION AGAINST EFFECTS DAMAGING THE FOREST

General rules of forest protection

Article 45. (1) The following shall be qualified as harmful effects endangering forests and damaging the value of timber:

a) damage caused by plant and animal pests according to a separate legal regulation; 

b) damage caused by game stock;

c) harmful activities endangering the forests;

d) activities endangering the forest soil;

e) forest fires;

f) damaging, natural forces affecting the forest.

(2) For the purpose of continuous monitoring and controlling of the development and health of the forest the state maintains and operates a forest protection measuring and monitoring system, in order to observe the effects damaging the forest and to prepare the forest plant protection prognosis.

(3) The tasks of the forest protection measuring and monitoring system are to: 

a)
monitor continuously the health and development of the tree stand; 

b) 
provide a national level estimate of damages occurred in forests;

c) 
study the changes in the condition of forest soils;

d) 
study the relationship between the harmful external and internal factors damaging the forests, and the changes of the forest biocoenosis and the changes of its site and habitat;

e) 
forecast the proliferation of pests and to plan the protection against them.

(4) The detailed rules of operating the forest protection measuring and monitoring system shall be determined by the Minister in a decree.

Article 46. In the interest of protecting the forest biocoenosis the forest manager shall 

a) 
continuously monitor the health of the forest;

b) 
take the necessary actions in order to prevent and to protect against the damage caused by harmful effects endangering the forests;

c) 
report immediately to the forest authority in the event it discovers a harmful effect damaging the forest.

Protection against the damage caused by pests

Article 47. (1) In respect of the mass proliferation in the forest-land area of plant, animal or other infectious organisms (hereinafter jointly referred to as: pests) specified in the legal regulations on plant protection the forest authority shall, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the plant protection authority and of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section effecting protected natural area, bind the forest manager in a resolution to carry out the necessary protection.

(2) The quarantine and protection against dangerous pests in accordance with a separate legal regulation shall be ordered by the plant protection authority, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the forest authority.

(3) In the event the forest manager does not comply with the provisions of the resolution of the forest authority, the plant protection authority shall, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the forest authority and of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section effecting protected natural areas, have the necessary works performed at the cost of the forest manager (protection of public interest).

(4) A state subsidy in accordance with the provisions of a separate legal regulation may be claimed to cover the expenses of protection ordered by the authority based on Clause (2), except if the forest manager has failed his protection obligation as provided in the legal regulation on plant protection and ordered by a resolution of the forest authority.

Article 48. (1) In the interest of preventing the proliferation of pests the owner of the forest timber and other products stored in the forest-land area or the forest manager shall be jointly and severally responsible for treating such products.

(2) In the event the stored forest timber and other products provide favorable conditions for the proliferation of pests, the forest authority may obligate jointly and severally the owner of the product and the forest manager to treat and/or deliver such products elsewhere.

(3) In the event the owner of the forest timber and other product or the forest manager fail to comply with the provisions of the resolution, the forest authority may have the necessary works completed at the cost of the owner of the product and of the forest manager.

(4) If a considerable deterioration occurs in the condition of the forest due to a damaging natural effect, in the interest of preventing the proliferation of pests the forest manager shall be obliged to remove the diseased and dead trees presenting a risk source, in accordance with the rules of sanitary cutting. The forest authority shall be obliged to judge the application of the forest manager in respect of a protected natural area at least within fifteen days, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority.

(5) For providing relief from and/or eliminating the forest damages caused by damaging natural effects a state subsidy may be claimed in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation, and by taking into account the opinion or proposal of the forest authority.

Protection against the damage caused by game stock

Article 49. (1) It is not permitted to maintain in the forest-land area, with the exception included in Clause (2) and in the hunting area directly adjacent to the forest-land area, a game stock in a number and of a species composition, which endangers

a) 
the survival of the members of the forest biocoenosis,

b) 
the good condition of the forest soil,

c) 
the condition of the forestation,

d) 
the qualitative and quantitative development of the forest tree stand expected in accordance with its site, and which prevents 

e) 
the natural regeneration of the forest.

(2) In an enclosure and game park established with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the forest authority a number of game stock may be maintained even in a number which does not ensure that the contents of Paragraphs c), d) and e) of Clause (1) are enforced.

(3) The forest authority shall initiate at the hunting authority, by indicating the discovery of risk factors set forth in Clause (1), the ordering of measures to reduce the game stock or to eliminate the risk in some other manner. Upon the notice of the forest authority the hunting authority shall pass a resolution within fifteen days.

(4) In the course of the protection against damage caused by game stock the forest manager shall be obliged to pay attention to the protection of the natural habitat of game.

Protection against harmful activities

Article 50. (1) It is forbidden in a forest-land area to 

a) 
pasture and mast;

b) 
deposit any kind of waste and rubbish;

c) 
collect twigs, decorative greenery from forest green tree and shrub, except the forests serving to produce sticks, twigs, ornamental branches, and the pruning promoting the qualitative stand forming; and

d) 
to collect forest propagating stock, if that endangers the success of the forest regeneration.

(2) Violation of the contents of Clause (1) is qualified as a violation of the forestry regulations.

Protection of the forest soil

Article 51. (1) The protection of the forest soil shall be ensured by forestry activities suitable for the prevention of harmful processes and by soil protecting structures.

(2) The forest manager shall arrange for the protection of the forest soil, with the exception of the contents of Clause (3).

(3) The cessation of effects damaging the forest soil from adjacent areas and the elimination of their consequences shall be arranged by the party causing the damage.

(4) The state shall grant a subsidy for the protection of the forest soil in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation.

Article 52. (1) In the interest of protecting the forest soil the forest manager shall be obliged:

a) 
to conduct forestry activities which are also in compliance with the arable soil protecting, nature conservation, environmental protection and water protecting criteria as specified in separate legal regulations;

b) 
to arrange for the protection against erosion and compacting of the forest soil in the course of the forest regeneration, forest tending, harvesting, hauling of timber and of the construction of the access road network.

(2) In order to prevent the contamination of the forest soil it is forbidden to put waste water, waste water sludge, liquid manure or other soil contaminating materials in the forest-land area.

(3) It is forbidden to collect and deliver elsewhere the forest litter and the humous tilth of the soil from the forest-land area.

(4) In respect of soil damage occurring as a result of unprofessional forestry activities and of the damage, spreading from a forest, of the agricultural and other assignment areas adjacent to the forest-land area the forest manager shall ensure that the cause of the damage is eliminated.

(5) In the forest-land area the soil protecting jurisdiction of authority is exercised by the forest authority.

(6) The provisions of this Act pertaining to the protection of the forest soil shall be applied jointly with the provisions of the separate legal regulation pertaining to soil protection.

Protection against fire

Article 53. (1) The forest manager shall be obliged to arrange for establishing the conditions related to the fire protection of the forest.

(2) The state grants a subsidy for the fire protection of the forests in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation.

Article 54. (1) It is forbidden to light a fire in the forest-land area and within its two hundred meter wide environs, if the conditions for the spreading of fire are especially favorable. It is also forbidden to put, store and throw away in the forest-land area objects which may cause fire directly or indirectly. In respect of lighting fire in a forest located in a protected natural area the legal regulations pertaining to the conservation of nature shall be applied.

(2) Only the forest manager and the person possessing written permission of the forest manager shall be entitled to light and maintain a fire in a forest-land area, with the exception of places assigned for such purpose. On real estates located within a distance of two hundred meters from the boundary of the forest-land area only the owner of the real estate or its agent may light and maintain a fire in compliance with the fire protection regulations.

(3) Burning the falling waste shall be permitted in the areas assigned by the forest manager and only in case the fire does not endanger regrowth, the neighboring forest, the living universe of areas outside the forest, the natural formations and other engineering structures.

(4) For the purposes of tourism the forest manager shall be obliged to establish in the area of park forest a fire-making place permanent and safe from the aspect of fire protection. Any person shall be entitled to light a fire in compliance with the fire protection regulations on the firemaking place so established.

(5) The forest manager shall report to the forest authority and to the municipal fire brigade any lime kilns and charcoal kilns established in the forest-land area.

Article 55. (1) The person entitled to light the fire shall be obliged to arrange for the watching of the fire and its safe extinguishing prior to leaving the site.

(2) A person, who detects a forest fire or risk of fire and is unable to extinguish or eliminate it, shall be obliged to report it immediately to the competent fire brigade or the mayor’s office of the local government and the forest manager, and to co-operate in the extinguishing of the fire in the manner expected from him.

Article 56. (1) In respect of an increased fire hazard the Minister may, besides co-ordinating with the minister of the interior, order a temporary general prohibition to light fire for the country as a whole or for forests located in its specific area, and for the areas falling within two hundred meters from the boundary of the forest-land area. The Minister shall arrange for the advertisement of the fire lighting prohibition and its release by publication in the Official Hungarian Gazette (Magyar Közlöny), and in the press, radio, television or by other means.

(2) For the case of fire lighting prohibition due to an increased fire hazard a fire detection service shall be organized. The forest managers shall be obliged to organize and operate the fire detection service with the co-operation of the fire protection authority and forest authority competent in the area, and shall control its operations.

(3) In case a general fire lighting prohibition is ordered, the forest manager may limit or forbid the entrance into and staying in the forest until the prohibition is released.

Protection against harmful natural effects

Article 57. (1) Harmful natural effects endangering the forest shall be the following 

a) 
damage caused by the excess proliferation of wild species not qualifying as huntable species,

b) 
tree felling and break caused by snow, ice or wind, air pollution, flood, change of the ground water level, frost, draught, and

c) 
damage of unknown origin.

(2) A state subsidy may be claimed in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation to mitigate the damages caused by harmful natural effects endangering the forest.

Chapter VII

FOREST USUFRUCTS

General rules of the forest usufructs

Article 58. For the purposes of this Act a forest usufruct shall be considered:

a) 
harvesting;

b) 
collection of forest propagating stock;

c) 
utilization of hunting rights;

d) 
collection of deadfallen trees and branches;

e) 
collection of pine branches, fir-cones and decorative greenery from felled trees;

f) 
collection of mushrooms, wild fruits, moss, flowers, and medical herbs;

g) 
production of sticks, reed, sedge, bulrush and the cutting of grass; 

h) 
apiary activities;

i) 
collection of pine resin.

Article 59. (1) The exercising of the forest usufructs may not damage and/or endanger the surface and subsurface waters, the soil, the regeneration of the forest and the forest biocoenosis.

(2) The forest manager may exercise the forest usufructs with the conditions set forth in this Act. In respect of the forests located in a protected natural area the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority is required for licensing the exercising of the usufructs.

(3) In respect of the utilization of the hunting rights qualifying as a forest usufruct the provisions of the separate legal regulation shall be applicable with the additions contained in this Act.

(4) The forest manager shall be entitled to determine the conditions for exercising the forest usufructs according to Paragraphs b) and d), i) of Article 58, - unless a legal regulation provides otherwise.

Harvesting
Article 60. (1) Harvesting of the tree stand in the forest, except the tree plantation, shall only be allowed on the basis of the permission granted by the forest authority, even if it is in accordance with the provisions of the management plan. Harvesting from the tree plantation shall be reported in advance to the forest authority.

(2) The harvesting method may be the following:

a) 
tending cutting: harvesting performed within ten years from the completion of the forestation;

b) 
cleaning cutting: harvesting performed with the purpose of tending of the young forest;

c) 
thinning: harvesting serving to improve the quality of the tree stand and to increase the timber yield;

d) 
final cutting: the logging of tree stand not suitable for seedling forest regeneration or not suiting the site (hereinafter referred to as: clear felling), and the harvesting performed in a tree stand suiting the site and suitable for natural seedling forest regeneration (hereinafter referred to as: regeneration cutting);

e) 
selection cutting: harvesting providing a continuous cover and stock management;

f) 
sanitary cutting: the felling of dead, seriously damaged or diseased trees, which cause the proliferation of dangerous pests.

(3) In the course of the harvesting attention shall be paid to the protective area of springs, the habitat of protected living organisms, the protection of abiotic natural treasures, the landscape, and the environment of high valued human creations.

Article 61. (1) In the course of the thinning and regeneration cutting, the indigenous secondary tree species characteristic of the given habitat and determined by the Minister in a decree, in agreement with the minister responsible for the nature conservation, shall be retained to the extent specified by the forest authority, taking into account the function of the forest.

(2) The forest authority may permit the performance of the thinning and regeneration cutting only in the event the professional marking of trees proposed for cutting has been made in advance.

(3) The permission for harvesting by means of regeneration cutting during the growth season may be issued only in especially justifiable cases, and/or the forest authority may prohibit the cutting during this season.

(4) The forest authority may limit or prohibit the harvesting in case the forest manager does not meet the financial and professional obligations and conditions for forest regeneration in the manner and by the deadline specified in this Act and in a separate legal regulation.

(5) The forest authority may order the harvesting by specifying a deadline if that is necessary in the interest of preserving, improving the health of the forest or in the interest of forest regeneration.

Article 62. (1) The forest authority may approve the clear felling if the contiguous not regenerated cutting area is not bigger than

a) 
ten hectares in the forest-land areas of flat-land and hilly regions, 

b) 
five hectares in mountainous forest-land areas, or

c) 
in the forests of inundation areas there is no contiguous not regenerated cutting area between the dike and the river, but in the mountainous forest-land area, however, in exceptionally justifiable cases, a clear felling of an area larger than five hectares may also be permitted.

(2) Irrespective of the size of the area the forest authority may not permit the clear felling if that will

a) 
harm fertility;

b) 
adversely change the water balance; or 

c) 
endanger the maintenance

of the forest soil.

(3) When permitting the clear felling the forestry authority may provide in a natural area the retaining of trees up to ten per cent of the tree stand (seed trees).

(4) The forest authority may subject the consent to the fulfillment of the condition serving the protection of the forest soil.

Collection of the forest propagating stock

Article 63. Forest propagating stock may be collected in accordance with the provisions of the management plan and in respect of the prohibitive provisions set forth in Clause (1) of Article 50, on the basis of the permission granted by the forest authority, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section effecting protected natural area.

Collection of pine resin

Article 64. Pine resin may only be collected within five years preceding the final harvest, according to the management plan.

Chapter VIII.

UTILIZATION AND DIVISION OF THE FOREST-LAND AREA, AND DETERMINING THE LAND USE CATEGORY OF THE FOREST

Utilization of the forest-land area

Article 65. The following shall be qualified as the utilization of forest-land area: 

a) 
the drawing of the forest-land area into the agricultural cultivation;

b) 
placing a structure or exercising an activity involving the withdrawal of the forest-land area from production (hereinafter referred to as: withdrawal from production);

c) 
placing a structure or exercising an activity involving the temporary withdrawal of the forest-land area from production (hereinafter referred to as: temporary utilization);

d) 
placing a structure or exercising an activity not involving the withdrawal of the forest-land area from production, but temporarily or permanently preventing its proper use, not including here the maintenance of the enclosure and game park, thus especially: implementation and maintenance of electric power-lines, gas pipe-lines, telecommunication cables and other public utility pipes, ski and other sport fields (hereinafter jointly referred to as: utilization preventing proper use).

Article 66. (1) The preliminary permission of the forest authority shall be required for the utilization of the forest-land area, with the exception of the contents of Clause (3). Forest-land area may be utilized only for the purpose specified in the permission.

(2) The utilization of forests located in protected natural areas shall be permitted by the forest authority with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority, the utilization of the area of protection forests shall be permitted by the forest authority with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the authority according to the forest function.

(3) The Minister shall permit the utilization of forest-land area for defense purposes upon the proposal of the minister responsible for defense, while for national security and border guarding purposes upon the proposal of the minister responsible for such purposes.

Article 67. (1) The approval granted for the utilization of forest-land area may be subjected to certain conditions by the forest authority in order to eliminate or reduce the unfavorable environmental changes due to the reduction of forest-land area or to the prevention of the proper use of the forest.

(2) In respect of the utilization of forest-land area, and simultaneously with it, the forest manager shall also apply to the forest authority for the amendment of the management plan.

(3) Upon request the forest authority may, with the involvement of the expert authorities concerned, grant an approval of principle for the proposed utilization of the forest-land area. In this case certifying the right of disposal valid for the proprietary rights or other legal title over the forest-land area shall not be a precondition of the application.

Article 68. (1) The drawing of a forest with a  production function into agricultural cultivation shall be permitted by the forest authority by taking into account the opinion of the soil protection authority.

(2) The drawing of a forest with a protective function into agricultural cultivation may be permitted by the forest authority only in exceptionally justified cases, and on the basis of the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the competent authority.

(3) The drawing of the tree plantation area into agricultural cultivation within the deadline indicated in the planting permission shall be reported to the forest authority.

(4) Arable cultivation performed for two years following the clear felling and stumping in the interest of regeneration (hereinafter referred to as: agricultural pre-utilization) shall not be qualified as drawing of a forest-land area into agricultural cultivation. This provision does not pertain to forests located in protected natural areas.

(5) The forest authority may subject the permission for drawing of a forest-land area into agricultural cultivation to a deadline. The licensee shall report to the licensing authority the drawing of the forest-land area into agricultural cultivation within thirty days. In the event the drawing of the forest-land area of licensed size into agricultural cultivation has not taken place within the deadline specified, the permission shall become non-valid for the section not drawn into agricultural cultivation, and in this section forestry activities shall be continued further in accordance with the provisions of this Act and with the management plan.

Article 69. Forest-land area may be withdrawn from production in exceptional cases and only if there is no other suitable land area within the given region for accommodating the structure or exercising the activity planned for the forest-land area.

Article 70. (1) The temporary utilization of forest-land area for a purpose different from the forestry activities may be permitted by the forestry authority on one occasion and for a maximum period of five years, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section effecting protected natural area.

(2) In respect of the temporary utilization of forest-land area, five thousand times the gold-crown value of the forest-land area utilized, but at least twenty thousand Forints per hectare, shall be paid annually to an account specified in a separate legal regulation.

(3) In the area temporarily utilized for other purposes the forest manager shall be obliged after the expiration of the deadline to arrange for the restoration of forestry activities in the forest-land area and to make the forest soil suitable for the purpose of forestry production, in accordance with the contents of the resolution of the forest authority.

(4) In the event it is not possible to restore the forest-land area for production, according to the findings of the forest authority, the forest manager shall be obliged to pay to an account specified in a separate legal regulation double the amount of the complete value of the normative subsidy for forest regeneration and forest tending (hereinafter referred to as: reafforestation costs).

(5) In the event it is not possible to restore the forest for production due to a reason attributable to the user, a forestry penalty equal to double the reafforestation cost shall be payable to an account specified in a separate legal regulation.

Article 71. (1) In the event the utilization of the forest-land area preventing its proper use takes place, and thus the tree stand may not be maintained in the forest-land area in a contiguous area wider than six meters and larger than five thousand square meters, then the amount determined for the case of temporary utilization of the forest-land area shall be payable to an account specified in a separate legal regulation.

(2) In the event the forest-land area is utilized for the purpose of establishing a forest ski or sledge track, the Minister may grant an exemption from paying the amount specified in Clause (1) upon the proposal of the forest authority.

Reafforestation in respect of utilization of the forest-land area

Article 72. (1) In respect of the drawing of the forest-land area into agricultural cultivation, of its withdrawal from production and of its temporary utilization the forest manager shall be obliged to establish a forest equal in value to the utilized forest (hereinafter referred to as: reafforestation), or based on the resolution of the forest authority to pay the costs of reafforestation in the manner and with the conditions as specified in this Act and in a separate legal regulation.

(2) The costs of reafforestation shall not be payable in the event the forest-land area was utilized to accommodate a forest structure or if the protection forest on the inundation area was utilized for flood prevention purposes.

(3) In respect of utilizing a forest-land area without permission or in a manner deviating from the permission, the forest authority shall initiate the restoration of the land-use category of the forest and shall order the reafforestation of the area. In the event according to the findings of the forest authority it is not possible to restore the forest-land area for production and to order reafforestation, the forest authority shall obligate the forest manager to plant a forest in a value equal to the forest utilized or to pay the costs of reafforestation.

(4) In respect of utilizing a forest-land area without permission or in a manner deviating from the permission, in addition to the provisions set forth in Clause (3), a forestry penalty shall be payable.

Determining the land use category of the forest

Article 73. (1) Only a forest-land area according to Clause (1) of Article 8 may be registered in the forest-land use category.

(2) In respect of land area registered in not forest-land use categories and forested by the establishment of forest tree species specified in the order of the Minister:

a) 
the forest authority shall contact the competent land registry with the purpose of registering the change in the real estate register;

b) 
based on the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the forest authority the land registry may initiate - also ex officio - the changing of the land use category of the land area to the forest-land use category;

c) 
in order that a state-owned land area that is registered as an area withdrawn from cultivation at the time this Act is enacted may be registered as being in the forest-land use category the preliminary consent of the minister concerned shall be required in addition to the permissions set forth in Paragraphs a)-b).

(3) A land area directly serving forestry activities, unless it is qualified as a sub-compartment, shall be registered in the forest-land use category.

(4) In the event the land area registered as forest in the real estate register does not comply with the provisions of this Act the forest authority shall initiate the registration of the land area in another land use category at the land registries, with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the nature conservation authority in respect of a section effecting a protected natural area.

(5) The land registry shall be obliged to send to the competent forest authority for information its resolution on the registration of the forest-land use category and furthermore on the registration of change in the proprietorship of a land compartment that is registered in the forest-land use category.

Division of forest-land area

Article 74. (1) A forest-land area may be divided into two or more land compartments with the preliminary consent of the expert authority of the forest authority only if does not endanger the sustained (sustainable) forestry.

(2) Simultaneously with the division of the forest-land area the management plan shall be amended, in the event the division also effects the boundary of the forest-land area.

(3) In the course of dividing the forest-land area land compartments smaller than one thousand five hundred square meters may not be created.

Article 75. In the event the division of the forest-land area also effects the boundary of the forest compartment, the forestry authority may stipulate as a precondition of approving the amended management plan that a road, glade, ditch, etc. shall be established along the boundary of the individual forest compartments, and that the transportation of forest products must be ensured in an appropriate manner.


Chapter IX.

UTILIZING THE FOREST-LAND AREA FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRANSPORTATION AND VISITING THE FOREST 

Transportation of forest products

Article 76. The following shall be qualified as forestry transportation activities related to forestry activities:

a) 
the movement of forest engines and machines and other vehicles in the forest-land area; 

b) 
the stockpiling of products originating from the forest usufructs and their transportation by vehicles.

Article 77. (1) Transport in the forest-land area and on the forest private road shall be governed by the rules pertaining to public road transport with the additions set forth in this Act.

(2) In the interest of protecting the forest and the forestry structure the forest manager may determine traffic restrictions which differ from the rules of public transport, taking into account the opinion of the transport authority, in respect of the movement of vehicles in the forest-land area, and on the forest private road closed to public transport. The forest manager shall indicate the manner and duration of the traffic restriction by placing a warning sign at the spot.

(3) The forest authority shall be entitled to verify whether the action taken by the forest manager is in compliance with the provisions set forth under Clause (2).

Transportation of forest products in forest-land area used by third parties

Article 78. (1) The forest manager may utilize forest-land area used by third parties, which does not serve the purposes of public transportation, for conducting his forestry activities, in the event it is not possible or possible only at an unreasonably high cost to haul away the forest products due to the absence of a suitable road. The utilization shall be governed by the rules of the Civil Code pertaining to the right of passage.

(2) The right of passage shall cease in the event the conditions pertaining to its establishment have also ceased.

(3) The forest manager or its representative may also utilize forest private road owned by third parties but solely for the purpose of conducting its forestry activities.

(4) In the event the forest-land area and forest private road is utilized in connection with forestry activities, the forest manager of the forest-land area burdened with the right of passage and the trustee of the forest private road may claim the reimbursement of their losses and expenses.

(5) Private road located in forest-land areas having defense, national security and frontier guarding purposes may be utilized with the permission of the competent ministry or national frontier-guard body.

Certifying the origin of forest products

Article 79. (1) Upon hauling forest tree and other forest products (hereinafter referred to as: forest products) away from the forest-land area the forest manager shall be obliged to certify their origin. The certificate shall contain:

a) the name and domicile of the forest manager;

b) 
the type of forest product, its volume specified by a physical unit of measure, furthermore in the case of products entering foreign trade circulation the certification corresponding to the international recognition of obligation;

c) 
the place of origin of the forest product; 

d) 
the date of transportation.

(2) In the event the forest manager fails to comply with his obligation set forth under Clause (1) that shall be qualified as a violation of the forestry regulations.

Visiting the forest-land area for the purpose of recreation and sport

Article 80. (1) Any person may at his/her own risk walk in the forest-land area, irrespective of its function, for recreation and sport purposes, and the forest manager shall be obliged to tolerate this, unless the party entitled to do so had ordered the visiting restriction on the basis of provisions set forth in this Act. In respect of being in forests that are located in strictly protected natural areas the legal regulations pertaining to nature conservation shall be applicable.

(2) In the event the forest-land area is visited for the purposes specified in Clause (1) the forest manager shall not be able to claim a fee therefore, he shall be entitled, however, to the reimbursement of the damages and expenses actually incurred.

(3) The visitor of the forest-land area may not cause any damage in the forest biocoenosis, the forest soil and the forestry structure, and may not disturb the peace of persons staying there or the proper forestry activities.

(4) The forest manager shall be obliged to tolerate in state-owned forest-land area, the collection of mushrooms, wild fruits, flower and decorative greenery that does not exceed private needs unless a legal regulation provides to the contrary.

Article 81. The forest-land area, with the exception of the designated road, may not be utilized for the purposes of recreation and sports in the event it is

a) the area of forestation - until the average height of the tree stand covering it reaches two meters;

b) the land area serving the production of forest propagating stock (nursery); 

c) the area of a forest reserve; furthermore

d) if the entrance to the forest-land area was prohibited by the forest authority for the purpose of forest protection, by the nature conservation authority for the purpose of nature conservation, or by the competent army, frontier-guard or national security body.

Article 82. (1) With the consent of the forest manager it may be allowed in the forest-land area: 

a) 
to stay, camp, furthermore to set up a tent or park a caravan for recreation and sport purposes and for a period longer than twenty four hours; 

b) 
to designate and establish a hiking trail;

c) 
to construct and maintain a tourism facility or structure; 

d) 
to operate a temporary vending place;

e) to hold a sport competition.

(2) Within the forest-land area cycling, horseback riding, driving a motorcycle or car is permitted only on the road designated for that purpose.

(3) The forest manager shall be obliged to restore without delay the original condition of or make suitable for its proper use any hiking trail, touristic equipment or structure damaged in the course of his forestry activities, this, however, does not effect the claiming of damages by the party entitled to do so from the person causing the damage.

Article 83. (1) The forest manager may, – taking into account the contents of Clause (2) – temporarily restrict or specify conditions to the visiting of certain parts of the forest-land area, in the event the stay there endangers or hinders

a) 
the life, physical safety, or safety of assets of others, and

b) 
the performing of certain forestry works. In the event the forest-land area affected by the restriction is also tended under a separate agreement by a hiking organization, the forest manager shall be obliged to ask for the opinion of that organization prior to ordering the restriction.

(2) The person entitled to exercise hunting rights may restrict with the consent of the forest manager the visiting of certain parts of the forest-land area, in the event 

a) that would significantly hinder the exercising of the hunting rights, or

b) would particularly endanger the game stock.

Article 84. (1) The forest manager shall report to the forest authority any visiting restrictions with regard to certain parts of the forest-land area that exceed a period of three months. The report shall include the line drawing of the land compartment effected by the restriction, the reason for restricting the visiting, and the manner and time for making the restriction conditional.

(2) The forest authority may revise the justification of the visiting restriction, and may obligate the forest manager to comply with the provisions set forth in this Act or lift the restriction ordered by him.

Article 85. The party restricting the visiting of the forest-land area shall be obliged to arrange for sufficient information at the site.


Chapter X.

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTION OF FORESTRY WORKS, GUARDING OF THE FOREST

Professional direction of forestry works

Article 86. (1) In order to ensure the competence of his forestry activities and to perform the tasks of professional direction the forest manager shall be obliged, independently or jointly with another forest manager, to co-operate with a person having an education or qualification specified by the Minister in a decree or with an organization employing such person (hereinafter referred to as: professional forestry staff).

(2) It shall qualify as using professional forestry staff if the forest manager has the appropriate qualification and notifies the forest authority thereof.

(3) In the event the forest manager conducts forestry activities in an area of three hundred hectares or more, he shall be obliged to arrange for the use of professional forestry staff himself. 

(4) The use of professional forestry staff and of the expert dealing with forestry activities is supported by the state in the manner and with the conditions specified in a separate legal regulation.

Article 87. The member of the professional forestry staff performing these tasks shall make an oath in front of the competent forest authority at his place of work. Following the taking of the oath the forest authority shall register the member of the professional forestry staff and provide a service certificate, a badge with an identical serial number and an authenticated service ledger.

Article 88. In the course of performing this task the member of the professional forestry staff as a civil guard performing a public task specified in Paragraph c) of Article 230 of the Penal Code shall be entitled to protection under penal law in accordance with Article 229 of the Penal Code.

Article 89. (1) The member of the professional forestry staff shall be entitled, on the basis of instruction from the forest manager, to perform the tasks related to the guarding of the forest and to the supervision of the origin of forest products.

(2) The forest manager shall be obliged to report to the forest authority without delay the use of professional forestry staff - also indicating the place of work.

(3) In the event the forest manager fails to fulfil its obligation to use professional forestry staff, on the request of the forest authority, or does not perform this obligation in accordance with the conditions set forth in this Act,  another forest manager may be assigned in his place on the basis of this Act.


Guarding of the forest

Article 90. The forest manager shall arrange for the guarding of the forest in accordance with the provisions of this Act and separate legal regulations.

Article 91. The member of the professional forestry staff assigned with the guarding of the forest shall be entitled in his operative area to wear a uniform and to carry a service hand-gun, if he otherwise meets the other conditions set forth in separate legal regulations.

Chapter XI.

FOREST ADMINISTRATION

Article 92. (1) The various tasks of direction, organization and authority related to the forest administration shall be performed by the

a) 
Minister,

b) 
national forest authority,

c) 
regional body of the national forest authority (hereinafter referred to as: state forest service).

(2) Persons performing the tasks of forest administration shall also be provided with a certificate and uniform, while persons performing tasks of authority shall be provided with a service badge of the same serial number as the certificate and with a service gun.

(3) The scope of authority of the forest administration specified in this Act shall cover the forests located in the territory of the Republic of Hungary irrespective of the ownership structure and function of the forest.

(4) The tasks of the national forest authority shall be performed by the Ministry.

Rules of procedure

Article 93. (1) In the course of official proceedings initiated in accordance with this Act the general rules of state administration proceedings shall be applied with the additions set forth in this Act.

(2) In the case of proceedings specified in this Act pertaining to a forest in a protected natural area, the nature conservation authority shall meet its obligation of granting a consent of departmental authority to the request of the forest authority within fifteen days - and within eight days in the case specified in Clause (4) of Article 48. In the event the nature conservation authority does not make a statement within this deadline, its consent shall be deemed to be granted.

(3) In matters falling within the scope of authority of the state forest service the national forest authority shall act as the superior body.

(4) The area of competence of the state forest service bodies shall be determined by the Minister in a decree.

(5) In the event the forest manager conducts forestry activities in the area of competence of two or more bodies of the state forest service, and the forest-land area is contiguous, the regional body who commands the largest forest-land area shall be competent authority to act. In the event of a dispute the acting body shall be appointed by the national forest authority.

Article 94. Unless otherwise provided for by this Act, the bodies of the state forest service performing tasks of authority shall proceed in the first instance in matters of forest authority.

Article 95. (1) In the course of its proceedings the forest authority shall be entitled

a) 
to move on the forest private road without separate payment, to inspect the forest and tree planting, to conduct tests , measurements and observations there, and to take test samples free of charge to the extent required to carry out such actions;

b) 
to order the removal of a damaged green tree or pest endangering the condition of the forest;

c) 
to order the stopping of or refraining from activities endangering the forest and tree planting;

d) 
in respect of a physically contiguous forest-land area - if it has several owners - to provide in a resolution, that in the event the professional conditions specified by the Minister in a decree exist, only joint forestry activities may be exercised on it.

(2) In forest authority proceedings initiated on the basis of this Act, unless a legal regulation provides to the contrary, the administration-service fee specified by the Minister in a decree shall be payable. The fee shall be payable to the account specified by the Minister.

(3) Organs appointed by the Minister, which perform certain tasks related to the implementation of state tasks according to this Act, shall be entitled to enter the area of the forest and tree planting, to move on the forest private road without separate payment, to request data and information from the forest manager, forest authority and other organs needed to perform their tasks, to inspect documents, and to take test samples free of charge to the extent required to perform the tests.

Responsibilities of the Minister

Article 96. (1) The Minister shall perform, within the framework of governmental division of work and in co-operation with the ministers concerned, the professional, directing, regulatory and certain authority tasks in respect of forestry activities, including the protection of forest assets and of primary wood processing.

(2) Acting within his scope of authorities the Minister shall

a) 
in the event the forest manager fails to comply with its obligations specified in this Act and pertaining to the protection and tending of forests, appoint a forest manager;

b) 
permit the utilization of forest-land area for defense, national security and border-guarding purposes.

Article 97. Within his scope of directing and organizing responsibilities the Minister shall 

a) 
elaborate the long-term development guiding principles of forestry activities and provide for the implementation of forestry objectives;

b) 
prepare legal regulations and issue orders pertaining to forests, the performing of forestry activities and primary wood-processing;

c) 
in harmony with the forestry guidelines elaborate the system of subsidies related to forestry activities, and provide for the allocation of subsidies in accordance with the provisions of legal regulations;

d) 
operate and direct the various organizations of the state forest administration; 

e) 
establish the bodies of the state forest service performing various organizational and authority tasks and determine their detailed spheres of responsibility;

f) 
make and develop proposals concerning forest education and research guidelines; 

g) 
arrange for the provision of professional conditions for the sustained (sustainable) forestry activities;

h) 
in the course of implementing his tasks of regulation and direction provide for the co-ordinated regulation of forestry activities and the utilization of hunting rights;

i) 
define the forest management planning districts and ensure the district forest management plan and the regional game management plan are in conformity;

j) 
in consent with the ministers concerned determine the district forest management plans and arrange for their issuance;

k) 
provide for the preparation of national and district yield regulations in the district forest management plans; 

l) 
perform the government tasks arising from international forestry treaties and maintain contact with international forestry organizations;

m) perform the supervisory tasks related to the operation of state forest railways; 

n) 
perform the tasks determined for him by the Government or by a separate legal regulation; 

o) 
provide for the operation of the Data Base;

p) 
order fire lighting prohibition;

r) 
provide for the maintenance and operating of the measuring and monitoring system for forest protection;

s) 
with the involvement of the organs of the state forest service promote the awareness of forestry, professional and legal provisions and tasks, and their co-ordinated implementation, as set forth in legal regulations pertaining to forests;

t) 
with the involvement of the organs of the state forest service continuously analyze forestry activities.

Responsibilities of the state forest service

Article 98. Within the framework of its organizational tasks the state forest service shall 

a) 
provide for the preparation of district forest management plans;

b) 
in the manner specified in a legal regulation perform the controlling, financial and accounting tasks related to forestry;

c) 
collect and analyze the necessary data for the Data Base;

d) 
upon the instruction from the Minister arrange for the performance of the tasks related to the operation of the measuring and monitoring system for forest protection;

e) 
perform the tasks determined for it under a separate legal regulation;

f) 
register the forest managers;

g) 
in the event the owner, user of the forest-land area or the forest manager fail to comply with their obligations as provided for by this Act, call on them to perform their obligations prior to the appointment of a new forest manager;

h) 
make a proposal concerning the state subsidy available for the protection against pests; 

i) 
keep a record about the members of the professional forestry staff;

j) 
co-operate in the procedure related to the claiming of state subsidies extended to forestry activities;

k) 
co-operate with the board of representatives of the municipalities concerned in performing the tasks of settlement planning and development.

National Forestry Board

Article 99. (1) The Minister may establish a National Forestry Board to comment and propose in matters concerning forestry and belonging to his scope of responsibility and authority.

(2) The National Forestry Board with its activities shall promote harmony between forestry interests and public interests related to forests.

(3) Upon the request of the Minister the National Forestry Board shall provide an opinion 

a) 
on the draft legal regulations pertaining to forestry;

b) 
on the economic, regulatory and long-term development guidelines of forestry; 

c) 
on certain issues related to the asset handling of the forest;

d) 
in forestry issues as determined by the Minister.

Article 100. The Minister shall designate the members of the National Forestry Board from among the representatives of the competent government agencies, the collective bargaining agencies and other professional organizations of forest owners and forest managers and of the sciences, and he shall provide for the operating conditions of the National Forestry Board.

Chapter XII.

FOREST MAINTENANCE CHARGE, FORESTRY PENALTY AND FOREST PROTECTION PENALTY

Forest maintenance charge

Article 101. (1) The forest manager shall pay a forest maintenance charge to an account specified in a separate legal regulation and at the rate as specified in the annex to this Act for the gross volume felled on the basis of permission from the forest authority in respect of final harvests and increment thinnings.

(2) In case the forest manager fails to comply with its obligation specified in Clause (1), based on the resolution of the forest authority

a) 
he may not claim a state subsidy related to forestry activities,

b) 
he may not be granted a permit for harvesting, or

c) 
the effect of the logging permit may be suspended until the occurrence of a specific condition.


Forestry penalty

Article 102. On the basis of the resolution of the forest authority the forest manager shall be obliged to pay a forestry penalty to the account specified in a separate legal regulation within thirty days of the coming into force of the resolution, if

a) 
unlicensed harvesting is performed in its forest for a reason that is attributable to it;

b) 
in the course of the tending and sanitary cutting of the tree stand of the forest it fells trees at a rate exceeding that specified in the permit, or at a rate adversely effecting the structure of tree stand of the forest;

c) 
it violates the provision set forth in Paragraph c) of Clause (1) of Article 50 of this Act;

d) 
it performs the tending of the tree stand in a manner damaging the structure and health of tree stand of the forest;

e) 
it fails to comply with the deadline specified by the forest authority for forest regeneration, or causes damage by failing to take the necessary intervention;

f) 
it utilizes the forest-land area without permission or in a manner deviating from the permission; 

g) 
in the event it violates the forestry regulations, with the exception of the case included in Paragraph c) of Clause (1) of Article 50.

(2) The scale of the forestry penalty shall be

a) 
in the cases set forth under Paragraphs a)-b) of Clause (1), in respect of the unlicensed felling of green trees or felling in excess of the licensed rate, ten times the amount of the forest maintenance charge, but at least ten thousand Forints per gross cubic meter, while in the case of dead trees, four thousand Forints per gross cubic meter;

b) 
in the cases set forth under Paragraphs c) and d) of Clause (1) per hectare twenty per cent of the reafforestation cost ;

c) 
in the cases set forth under Paragraph e) of Clause (1) annually and per hectare twenty per cent of the reafforestation cost;

d) 
in the cases set forth under Paragraph f) of Clause (1) three times the reafforestation cost; 

e) 
in the cases set forth under Paragraph g) of Clause (1) at least fifty thousand Forints but a maximum of five hundred thousand Forints. The penalty may be levied repeatedly.

Forest protection penalty

Article 103. (1) In the event the visitor to the forest violates the rules set forth in this Act and pertaining to the protection of forests, the exercising of forest usufructs, and the visiting of forests, based on the resolution of the forest authority he/she shall be obliged to pay a forest protection penalty to the account specified in a separate legal regulation, within thirty days from the coming into effect of the resolution. The smallest amount of the forest protection penalty shall be two thousand Forints, the maximum amount shall be fifty thousand Forints.

(2) The penalty levied on the basis of Clause (1) may be levied repeatedly.

(3) Based on the resolution passed in agreement with the nature conservation and hunting authority, initiated by the forest authority ex officio or upon the initiative of the nature conservation authority, or of the owner/user of the forest, the person entitled to hunting shall be obliged to pay a forest protection penalty if the game causes such long-term damage in his hunting area, which may not be claimed in the course of the compensation procedure regulated under a separate act.

(4) For the purposes of Clause (3)

a) 
the lowest amount of the penalty per hectare shall be twenty thousand Forints, the maximum amount shall be two hundred thousand Forints;

b) 
in respect of continual damage the penalty may be repeated annually.

Chapter XIII.

CLOSING PROVISIONS

Enactment
Article 104. This Act shall enter into force on the 1st day of January, 1997, and simultaneously the following shall cease to be in force:

a) 
Act VII of 1961 on forests and game management (hereinafter referred to as: FGH), and Law Decree 28 of 1970 and Law Decree No 31 of 1981 amending it; Article  1 of Law Decree 3 of 1979 on the amendment of certain authorities belonging to the agricultural and food sector; Paragraph 2 of Article 60 of Act II of 1992 on the enactment of Act I of 1992 on co-operatives and on the transitional regulations; the provisions of Article 40 of Act XLIX of 1994 on the corporation of joint forest owners, determining Article 6 and Article 6/A of the FGH; Article 21-26 of Act XXI of 1995 on the modification and amendment of certain provisions of Act LXXXIII of 1992 on certain separated state funds, Act XXX of 1992 on the Road Fund, Act XX of 1993 on the Small Enterprise Guarantee Fund, and of other acts related to these;

b) 
MT decree 73/1981 (XII.29.) issued on the implementation of the FGH, and MT 33/1987 (IX.1.) and Government decree 116/1990 (XII.25.) amending it; Article 9 of Government decree 44/1991 (III.14.) on the amendment of legal regulations on the county (capital) agricultural offices and determining certain agricultural administration tasks.

Transitional provisions

Article 105. (1) The primary function determined for the forest sub-compartments prior to the enactment of this Act shall be deemed to be primary function with the appropriate application of the provisions of this Act. Within one year from the enactment of this Act, upon the request of the forest owner, the forest authority may revise the primary function determined previously, and may determine it in accordance with the contents of this Act. The resolution of the forest authority passed upon the request of the forest owner shall not qualify as changing the primary function of the forest due to public interest.

(2) The ten-year forest management plan valid at the enactment of this Act shall be considered as a management plan prepared on the basis of this Act.

Authorizations
Article 106. (1) The Minister shall be authorized to define in a decree the detailed regulations pertaining to the implementation of this Act, thus especially

1. 
the list of tree species constituting the forest and tree planting,

2. 
the regulations pertaining to forestry structures;

3. 
the detailed regulations for preparing the district forest management plan, the management plan, the simplified management plan and the forest management plan,

4. 
the system of supplying data from the National Forest Data Base, the rules for paying fees and the scales of fees,

5. 
the detailed rules for preparing the afforestation-implementation plan, 

6. 
the detailed rules of forest regeneration and forest tending,

7. 
the detailed rules for preparing the forestation plan,

8. 
the detailed rules for afforestations, tree plantings, health, social and touristic investments as well as investments for public welfare in park forests, and the rules for conversions of forest structure,

9. 
the detailed rules pertaining to the conditions for the qualification of the members of the professional forestry staff and to the official registration of the professional staff,

10. 
the rules pertaining to the forestry qualifications,

11. 
the area of competence of organs of the state forest service performing tasks of authority,

12. 
the scale of administrative-service fees payable in the forest authority procedures,

13. 
the detailed rules for paying the forest maintenance charge, the forestry penalty and the forest protection penalty,

14. 
the detailed rules for operating the forest protection measuring and monitoring system, 

15. 
the detailed rules for preventing and alleviating the effects damaging the forests,

16. 
the professional requirements of mandatory associated forestry activities.

(2) The Minister shall be authorized to designate the forest management planning districts, and in agreement with the ministers concerned in accordance with the primary function of the forest to determine the district forest management plans and provide for their issuance.

	Göncz Árpád
	Dr. Gál Zoltán

	President of the Republic
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* The Act was passed by Parliament at its session held on June l8th,1996.
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